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Local Politics and Roles of Local Councillors
—Analysis of Scottish Councillors Survey and
Japanese Councillors Survey

Hideko TAKEYASU & Masashi KASUGA

This article seeks to explore the roles of local councillors in local politics and to examine the rela-
tionship between local councillors and local communities, comparing with Scotland and Japan. The
Scottish systems of local politics and local election are different from Japanese ones in terms of vari-
ous levels. Some drastic revolutions upon local politics, however, which Scotland experienced in the
last half of the 20th century will give the good examples to Japan, where *Great Unity of local govern-

ments in the period of Heiseit has just finished.

Keywords : local politics, local councilors, local communities, election system, Scotland



