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Comparative Study of The Developmental Network
in Japanese Traditional Industry
— Cases of Geisha Districts, Kyoto, Tokyo and Kanazawa —

NISHIO Kumiko

{Summary)

Commonly known as geiko (geisha in Kyoto dialect) and maiko (apprentice geisha) in kagai
(geisha district) areas within Kyoto are world-famous icons of Japanese culture. This study is
intended as a social scientific investigation as to why in Geisha districts, Kyoto,Tokyo and
Kanazawa, have maintained their traditions and survived to this day, with a focus on career develop-
ment of geisha and developmental network in these areas.

With a view towards examining more heuristic facts on the basis of data, the following two subject
matters were selected:

1. In terms of what transactional pseudo parent-child and sisterhood relationships are the careers
of maiko or geisha developed in the Japanese Geisha communities ?
2. How does this system of dealings in the Japanese Geisha communities relate to the develop-

mental network ?

Key words : geisha, pseudo parent-child and sisterhood relationships, career development, devel-

opmental network



