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The Remains of the Day (1989) IZ2WTRD X H 1Tl TW5,

The novel concludes in tragedy — a tragedy of missed opportunities. As a
bonus, one gets a sociology of an older class society. Yet the perspective
includes a redemptive aspect——not, to be sure, concerning the social order,
but certainly the people in it. Ishiguro's world is a world without heroes. And
equally important: there are no predators in sight——and consequently no

victims. (“Award Ceremony Speech”)
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As for myself I cannot ever claim that. You see I trusted. I trusted in his lord-
ship’s wisdom. All those years I served him I trusted I was doing something
worthwhile. I can’t even say I made my own mistakes. Really— one has to ask

oneself—what dignity is there in that? (243: 1 ¥ 7" 1|2 X % iR#)
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In the end, I do not think Stevens did anything “evil,” which may have less
to do with his character than with opportunity or lack of it. He probably would
not have joined what Christopher Browning calls “those ordinary men who
shot, day after day, at close range, men, women, and children by the hundreds
of thousands.” But we will never know. What we do know is that Adorno’s
assumption that a “deviant personality” is necessary for someone to do great
harm to his fellow creatures is, unfortunately, outdated, as the recurrence of

genocides attests. (118)
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... Stevens’ act of narration in Remains of the Day [sic] is an act of think-
ing, but one that is manifestly imperfect because marked so clearly by eva-
sion and rationalization . . . . Arendt’s basic claim for “thinking” is that it leads
the thinker to ask: “Can I reconcile this deed I am being pushed by circum-

stances to perform with my commitment to being-in-the-world in a certain

way? ...  (243: 52 X 5 40%)

2 A r7aidfARA VI EL—TRD L) IZHERTW5S, “At some level we are all
butlers in our relationship to economic and political power” (Singh); “Most of us are
like butlers because we have these small, little tasks that we learn to do, but most of us
don't attempt to run the world” (Vorda 87).
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So maybe the novel is not about cementing our view of our own rectitude in
relation to Stevens’ cowardice, self-ignorance, and refusal to take responsi-
bility. Perhaps Ishiguro is saying that all of us would fail—perhaps not in
Stevens’ distinctive way, but each of us in his own personal and pathetic

way —to stand up to evil. (247)
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R ENAOFRAN DO HHEE IR Z R TE DL R b,
DERTE72L912, 29 LB EZIIRBN 28K T, > 7asxs#o
B GEROMREIELZ IR L, EICZ20 [HRE] ORBESZBWASE5 00
THDHN, —HTLFRFOLY O R L. 77 A MERIIBIT pikE, &
@R 72550 ORRIZ L o TENP P LDV BEREF ¥ T 7 7 —~OFRIZOWTA
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The book reads to me like a prosecutor’s case; every word in it functions to
move us toward the verdict: guilty as charged. Of repression, of willful igno-
rance, of ignoring plain political and historical facts, of taking the lesser light
for the greater, of lacking the most basic human feelings toward father and

possible spouse. Verily, the butler did it. (241)
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CH72D . RDTHS BEEO TN & o Thkgs 26 S, R M5
T $bbRICEDLS §EY) TTHHEALKathy 1E, 20 THEANERD,

3 XA T VIFERICBWT, OO AN DL BAT A =T Y ARDA ¥ 70
L DWTENITHEN RN EIT>TVE I LIZo0nT [HFTE R w] Lax b

L. RO X HIZEELTWw5b, “Andit has been interesting to see how vehemently my inter-
locutors defend both Stevens and Ishiguro. I stand accused of lacking sympathy for
Stevens, of making him more pathetic and guilty than he actually is” (253).
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DNWT, 7—=L ¥ MIRD X HIZHERTWS, “None of the various ‘language rules,’
carefully contrived to deceive and to camouflage, had a more decisive effect on the men-
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tality of the killers than the first war decree of Hitler, in which the word for ‘murder’ was
replaced by the phrase ‘to grant a mercy death™ (108).
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I wanted the sense that it was comfortable for her [Kathy] to resign herself
to what everybody else had done already. That it feels normal to her, that
it’s her duty. I was much more interested in the extent to which we accepted
our fates, the kind of lives we were allowed to live as people, rather than focus
on the rebellious spirit we gain and try to move out of our lives. I think this
is predominantly what takes place in the world, that people take the life they
feel they've been handed. (Wong 215)
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LRBEDOIA - LI OB, EIXELALTIELDO0H L, LrdEL
& B o, S Id R, fid, TLTHF Yy v —7b oMtk D £L
DOBADEE BEDL < F AR E OMiss Lucy b 72, 70 —rb04dae
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FRYHEM S IR L7280 [h7z L2 EES 2w OMESEZ AL 225 b, 1l
FOFXFx T2 F7=12XD VTV TA4HHSHILEx2ED TS, Hlz1E Bradshaw iE K
2L HITIBRT W5, “Michael Bay's The Island, however ridiculous, did feature people
who raged against the truth when it was revealed to them, and tried to escape. This never
seems to occur to Ruth or Kathy or Tommy.”
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And for a long time, people preferred to believe these organs appeared from
nowhere, or at most that they grew in a kind of vacuum. Yes, there were argu-
ments. But by the time people became concerned . . . about students, by the
time they came to consider just how you were reared, whether you should

have been brought into existence at all, well by then it was too late. (262-3:

4 3 7alz & BB UTEH)
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BPEIIR 72N B A5 72, “So for a long time you were kept in the shadows, and
people did their best not to think about you. And if they did, they tried to convince
themselves you weren't really like us. That you were less than human, so it didn’t
matter” (263)c ZZTIA - L3I —2kR5 [Ax | Oz, 7—L > b
PEIHTHFFA - FAUPLI Y AREZ LS LT 272012H 5% [ AL
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Wy pl bzBFB L TIREERIE, RUT TAEISNTHIE] ZLL T A
W, LRRTLHIET, BODTA LYV ERELRD LHETE LD,
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FERHOPF Y V- LA 20—V OUBITEINTHDE I LIZHILD
THbo “Idon't know how it was where you were, but at Hailsham we had to
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Someone else said what we had to remember was that the guardians were
“normals.” That’s why they were so odd about it; for them, sex was for when
you wanted babies, and even though they knew, intellectually, that we
couldn’t have babies, they still felt uneasy about us doing it because deep
down they couldn’t quite believe we wouldn't end up with babies. (97: 1 &
7l & %)
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... human beings be capable of telling right from wrong even when all they
have to guide them is their own judgment, which, moreover, happens to be
completely at odds with what they must regard as the unanimous opinion of

all those around them. (295)
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