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The comparison between the effect of the enhancement
of child-care service and the support of men
in the care of children

SAKAZUME Satoko

(Abstract)

This study aims to analyze the effect of the improvement of child-care service and the support of men in the care
of children on the relation between the female wage and the demand for children. Assuming the use of child-care
service and the help of men in the care of children, it is likely that an increase in the female wage increases the
number of children. We will try to clear and specify the conditions that this occurs.

Our model follows Becker (1965), but the inputs devoted to childcare are assumed to be the male time, the female
time, and the child care service. For simplicity, the male time is assumed to be exogenous variable. Using our
model, we analyze the effect of the charge for child-care service and the male time on the relation between the female
wage and the demand for children.

Our model shows that the effect depends on the elasticity of substitution between children and other consumer
goods. When the elasticity of the people is diverse, the combination of the reduction of the charge for child-care
service and the increase in the elasticity of substitution between the child-care service and the parental time is

effective, while the increase in male time isn't much effective.

Key words : charges for child-care service, male time, demand for children, female wages, simulation analysis





