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Isms and Books - Book design as a package of idea

Akira Nihei

Book design is generally associated with the design of a book’s cover, binding, printing techniques,
and other external appearance. However, the essence of the act of making a book cannot be measured
only by its appearance. The technology of letterpress printing was invented in the 15th century. And
through the printing technology revolution of the 19th century, it provided artists with new venues for
expression. Avant-garde artists of the early 20th century focused their attention on the book as a
medium. They actively utilized the communicative power of books. Their ideals and ideas became
widely understood through book design. Through books, they not only presented their works, but also
sharpened their own ideas. In addition, the “art magazines” published in the early 20th century were

highly formative, reaffirming the high level of interest in book design at that time. Book design is a

“package of ideas,” an essential act for the maturation and deepening of modern society.
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- le papyrus

- la toile

- la terre cuite

- la pierre et le marbre

- le métal

- la peau

- le bois et les végétaux

- la soie

- I'ivoire

- les tablettes de cire
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