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Foreword

Liu, Xiaojun
Director of International Center
(Professor, Ph.D.)

2023 was a year in which people-to-people
exchanges became active again. Although it is not at
the level before the spread of the new coronavirus
infection, representatives (delegations) of 9 overseas
partner universities visited our university, while
representatives of our university also visited 6 overseas
partner universities and exchanged opinions on
further exchanges.

Study abroad also returned to a more vibrant level
than in years past. Including the summer program,
95 students from partner universities abroad studied
at our university, 78 students from our university
studied abroad at partner universities, 10 students
participated in Japanese language teaching practice
overseas.

In addition, new exchange agreements were signed
with 6 overseas universities and high schools, and
preparations are now in place for the implementation of
a new program for 2024: the Advanced Japanese Language
Program and a summer program during the semester.
The establishment of a scholarship program for
privately financed international students is another
step forward in our university's internationalization
efforts.

Looking back on 2023, it has been a year of effort
and cooperation from as many people as ever. I

would like to express my gratitude to all of them.
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1) AGREEMENTS
In fiscal year 2023, we have renewed and concluded agreements
for comprehensive agreements and academic exchanges with the
following universities and high schools.
[Renewal]
1. University of Regina (Canada)
Update date: June 1, 2023

Memorandum of Understanding between University of
Regina, Canada and Kyoto Women's University, Japan

[New Agreement]
2. Tang Cai Senior High School (China)
Effective date: April 18, 2023

Agreement on Exchange and Cooperation between Kyoto
Women's University, Japan and Tang Cai High School,
Suichuan, Jiangxi Province, China

3.0U Yang Xiu High School (China)
Effective date: April 18, 2023

Agreement on Exchange and Cooperation between Kyoto
Women's University, Japan and OU Yang Xiu High
School, Jiangxi Province, China

4. Shanghai Wenlai Middle School (China)
Effective date: May 20, 2023

Agreement on Exchange and Cooperation between
Kyoto Women's University, Japan and Shanghai Wenlai
Middle School, China

5. Royal University of Phnom Penh (Cambodia)
Effective date: June 12, 2023

Agreement for Academic Exchanges and Cooperation
between Kyoto Women's University, Japan and Royal
University of Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

6. Xi'an International Studies University (China)

Effective date: June 29, 2023

Agreement for the Japanese Language Program of
Kyoto Women’s University between Kyoto Women's
University and Xi'an International Studies University

7. Pukyong National University (Korea)
Effective date: July 5, 2023

Agreement for Academic Exchanges and Cooperation
between Pukyong National University, Republic of

Korea and Kyoto Women's University, Japan

8.Jimei University (China)
Effective date: December 29, 2023

Agreement for Academic Exchanges and Cooperation

between Kyoto Women's University and Jimel

University
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9.Jimei University (China)
Effective date: December 29, 2023

Agreement for the Japanese Language Program of
Kyoto Women’s University between Kyoto Women's
University and Jimei University

2) Study Abroad at Partner Universities FY2023
We sent students to the following partner universities abroad
in FY 2023.

[Study Abroad at Partner Universities]

(One year)
University of Alberta (Canada) 2
Western Sydney University (Australia) 1

[Exchange Study Abroad at Partner Universities ]
(One year from the second semester)
Providence University (Taiwan) 2
(Half year from the first semester)
Providence University (Taiwan) 1
Ewha Womans University (Korea) 1
(Half year from the second semester)
Providence University (Taiwan) 2
[ Semester Study Abroad Program for the Department of
English Studies]
University of Alberta (Canada) 4
The University of Western Australia (Australia) 1
3) Acceptance of international students
(D Regular International Students (Admitted)

One international student was admitted to the Graduate
School of Home Economics, Living Environment Course
(Doctoral Course) in FY2023.

Number of Regular International Students

Undergraduate 1 2
Graduate (M) 1
Graduate (D) 1 1

(2 Exchange study-abroad students

In FY2023, 9 exchange students were accepted. These
included students who had been continuously enrolled since
FY2022.

(One year)

Sungshin Women's University (Korea) 1
(from the second semester of 2022)
Providence University (Taiwan) 5
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(Half year)

Sungshin University (Korea) 1
(from the first semester)

Ajou University (Korea) 1
(from the first semester)

Ewha Womans University (Korea) 1
(from the second semester)

(3  Japanese Language Program (15 weeks)

The Japanese language program accepted 17 students in the

spring semester and 19 students in the fall semester, including

those who continued from the previous semester.

Spring 17
Fall 19

Canada Carlton University 1
Taiwan | Providence University 1
China Guilin University of Technology 5
China Guangdong University of Foreign Studies 8
China Graduate School, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies 1
China Shandong Normal University 2
China Graduate School, Shandong Normal University 1
China Xi'an International Studies University 3
China Taiyuan University of Science and Technology 1
China Nanjing Xiaozhuang University 13

@  Intensive Japanese Language Program (30 weeks)
Due to the impact of the new coronavirus, there have been no
applicants since the program began, but we were able to
accept one student in FY2023.

®  Summer Program (3 weeks)
The summer program hosted 40 students from 14 partner
universities abroad.

Cambodia | Royal University of Phnom Penh 2
Korea Sungshin University 15
Taiwan Huafan University 3
China Qufu Normal University 3
China Guilin University of Technology 2
China Guangdong Ocean University 1
China Hangzhou Normal University 2
China Sichuan Normal University 2
China Xi'an International Studies University 3
China Taiyuan University of Science and Technology 2
China Yangtze University 3
China Nanjing Xiaozhuang University 1
China Minnan Normal University 1
U.S.A. Clark College 1

4) Language training programs for KWU students
@D  English training course in Japan
Due to the need to reconsider the form of implementation,
including the need to reduce implementation costs, it was
decided not to conduct the English language training course
in Japan in fiscal 2023.
-5-
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As in the previous year, we conducted in-country training
courses (German and French), with 14 students participating

in French and 6 in German.

(3  Overseas language training course

® In FY2023, 51 students participated in overseas English

training courses at three universities in three countries.

(Summer)

University of Alberta (Canada) 16
TARN—=2RE () X) 16 % University of Chichester (England) 15
FF = A=K (FEH) 15 4 (Spring)

(1) Australian Catholic University (Australia) 20
A=ALTIVTYARY 7R 204 @  Overseas training program for Japanese language education
HEMIHER H AR GE#E 2 H In 2023, three overseas training programs for Japanese
2023 L5 HAZEHEZRE T T O L B0 3 5 DUy language teaching course were conducted as follows, with
BRI 70 25 A aER L. 210 L85 L 7-. a total of 10 students participating.

(=) (Summer)

—a—U— 5y PSS EA~OHE 34 Training at New Zealand Secondary School 3
R AR (0553 — v Het) ~olHE 44 Tralmrtlg at our par.tner .umversnty in Thailand
(Silpakorn University) 4
€51) .
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Contemporary Society
In FY2023, "Intensive English Course A" was conducted for
about 3 weeks at Regina University in Canada, with 13
students from the Department of Contemporary Society
202348 A6 H (H) H%~8 A28 H () W#E (23 H) participating,

August 6 (Sun) — August 28 (Mon), 2023 (23 days)
@  Cross-cultural Studies for the Department of

Contemporary Society
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The cross-cultural study was not conducted in FY2023 due to

the global situation and other factors.
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6) Staff Development Workshop on internationalization

At the FY2023 SD Internationalization Workshop, 11
students who studied abroad at partner universities in FY2022,
when the effects of the Corona disaster were still lingering,
shared their experiences at their study abroad destinations,
what they learned from studying abroad, and their future
goals, providing an opportunity for faculty and staff to reflect
on study abroad.

(Study abroad universities)

University of Alberta (Canada)
Western Sydney University (Australia)
Sungshin University (Korea)
Ewha Womans University (Korea)
Ajou University (Korea)
Providence University (Taiwan)

Date: Wednesday, July 12, 2023
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7) KWISS activities

Tuesday, April 4, 2023
Opening Ceremony for the Students of the Japanese Language
Program and the Exchange Students (1st Semester)
Introduction of KWISS and exchange activities at the opening ceremony

Wednesday, May 24

International Student Exchange Program
Introductions and games for international students at
KWU

Wednesday, June 14
Lunch Meeting

Lunch and socializing for KWU international students

Wednesday, June 21

Exchange meeting with Ryukoku University
Quizzes and games were held for international students of
Ryukoku University and KWU to promote exchange.

Monday, August 21
Graduation Ceremony for Japanese Language Program
Students and Exchange Students (1st Semester)

KWU students produced a video of their memories with the
students

international and presented them with a

commemorative gift.

Wednesday, September 13
Opening Ceremony for Japanese Language Program Students
and Exchange Students (2nd semester)
KWISS members introduced KWISS and their future
exchange activities at the opening ceremony.

Wednesday, October 25

Conduct sports events
KWISS organized sports tournaments such as dodgeball
and tailgating for international students from KWU to
deepen the exchange.

Tuesday, November 7

Movie Party
Viewing of "Laputa: Castle in the Sky" and post-viewing
discussion

Tuesday, November 14

Exchange meeting with Ryukoku University
Card games were held for international students from

Ryukoku University and KWU to promote exchange.

Tuesday, December 12

Exchange with students of Nicolaus Copernicus University
Online exchange with students of the Nicolaus Copernicus

University in Poland on topics such as university life.

Wednesday, February 14, 2024

Graduation Ceremony for Japanese Language Program
Students and Exchange Students (1st Semester)

KWU students produced a video of their memories with the
students

international and presented them with a

commemorative gift.
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8) FY2023 Project Result Report of Global University Promotion Project
Aiming to be a center for women's human resource
development in Asia
- Developing female human resources to promote Kyoto to

the world -

Project Outcome

1. 7Intensive Japanese Language Program”

In FY2023, one student was accepted into the one-year course
of the "Intensive Japanese Language Program".

Spring Semester: 2 lessons (2 x 90 minutes) in the morning
and 1 lesson (90 minutes) in the afternoon from Monday to
Friday for Japanese language study.

Fall Semester: In addition to two 90-minute lessons of
Japanese language study in the morning from Monday to
Friday, "Introductory Study of Japanese Society" was offered
three times a week for two lessons in the afternoon from
September to the end of October, and "Essay Guidance" was
offered once a week for one lesson from November to the end

of January.

2. ’Introductory Study of Japanese Society”

For the "Introductory Study of Japanese Society," the timing
of the course was changed to the fall semester in order to
implement the course after students had acquired a sufficient
understanding of the Japanese language.

In addition to Japanese language classes (every Monday
through Friday), the course was offered three times a week (2
x 90-minute classes per session) from September to October,
for a total of 36 sessions (90-minute classes).

Students studied in preparation for the EJU, which was held

in November.

3. How the Buddy System Works

KWISS (Kyoto Women's University International Student
Supporter) provided personalized support to students
enrolled in the Japanese Language Program, the Intensive
Japanese Language Program, exchange students, and regular
international students by conducting orientation sessions
immediately upon arrival in Japan, assisting with
administrative procedures, introducing activities at program
opening and closing ceremonies, holding exchange meetings
with international students (July, October, November, and
December), and holding exchange meetings with students
from other universities (Ryukoku University) (June and
November).

In the "Summer Program" for students from partner
universities, KWU students, who were recruited separately,
hosted the summer program participants in the on-campus

dormitory and provided various support activities.
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4 . Expansion of overseas partner universities and cooperating

high schools

In FY2023, KWU signed new academic exchange agreements with
four overseas universities (Jimei University in China, Royal
University of Phnom Penh in Cambodia, Pukyong National
University in Korea, and University of Regina in Canada).

KWU also signed an agreement with Xi'an University of Foreign
Languages in China for the "Japanese Language Program".

For the Intensive Japanese Language Program, exchange and
cooperation agreements were signed with two high schools (Tang
Cai Senior High School, OU Yang Xiu High School, both in China).

5 . Student Recruitment Activities for "Intensive Japanese
Language Program" and "Introductory Study of Japanese
Society (Contemporary Society, Geography, and History)"

As part of student recruitment activities, we continued to post
the implementation guidelines, application guidelines, and other
information on our website as in the previous fiscal year, and
conducted recruitment activities for each cooperating school to
actively use the application website to facilitate applications.

In addition, as in the previous fiscal year, we continued to
outsource the recruitment of students to a specialized agency
familiar with the situation in overseas high schools, but were

unable to recruit any students for the 2024 academic year.

6. Program Evaluation Questionnaire for "Intensive Japanese
Language Program" Students

An evaluation questionnaire was carried out for the students
of the Intensive Japanese Language Program 2023, and it
received a very high rating. The evaluation of Japanese and
related subjects was satisfactory (5 out of 5), and as a result,
the students were able to pass the entrance examination for

international students at Kyoto Women's University.

7. Accepting graduate students from overseas.

An agreement on the admission of graduate students from
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies to Kyoto Women's
University was concluded, and a special selection of graduate
students from Guangdong University of Foreign Studies was
conducted for the 2024 academic year.

However, the student was not admitted due to the lack of
relevance between the university thesis and the research plan
and the lack of vision to complete the master's thesis in the

oral examination.

8. Implementation of a support desk for the Japanese language

The Japanese Language Support Desk was established and
started operating as in the previous fiscal year to support
regular graduate and undergraduate students from overseas
by assisting them in writing reports and theses required in the

course of their studies, but the number of users was low.
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11.

12.

9. Preparation for internships with Japanese companies

Instead of the internship program for regular graduate and
undergraduate students from overseas and graduates of the
Japanese Language Program, the full-time faculty of the
International Center introduced the Kyoto Job Park/Hello
Work, etc. to the students and guided the graduate of the
Japanese Language Program 2023 to continue to find
employment in Japan.

As a result, one student in the Japanese program successfully
received a job offer from a company in Japan. However, due
to her poor health, she was forced to return to her home

country and give up the job.

10. Social event with OG

The initial goal was to hold an exchange meeting with former
international students who had studied at KWU and worked
for Japanese companies to provide an opportunity to learn
about job search in Japan, working for a Japanese company,
and the reality of living in Japan.

Unfortunately, the exchange meeting could not be held

because there were no students who found jobs in Japan.

Development of an entrance examination system for
designated overseas schools

Since FY2020, we have entered into cooperative agreements
with overseas high schools to launch the "Intensive Japanese
Language Program. However, due to the Corona disaster that
began in 2020, it was impossible to attract students to enroll
in the program. There were no enrollment results from
cooperating high schools, and the environment was not
conducive to considering entrance exams for designated

overseas schools.

Evaluation and Verification of the Intensive Japanese
Language Program

The Intensive Japanese Language Program started in April
2022 and admitted its first student in FY2023. The student
took and successfully passed the entrance examination for
international students at Kyoto Women's University, thus
achieving the goals of this program.

However, there were no applicants for the program's one-year
course, which begins in April 2024, and the program will not
be offered in the spring semester of 2024.

In light of this situation, it has been confirmed that the timing
of the Intensive Japanese Language Program, the Japanese
language level of students at the time of admission, and the

course content need to be re-examined.
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9) Visits from overseas universities and high schools

In FY 2023, a total of nine universities and one high school
visited KWU, including eight universities and one high school
that have signed an agreement with KWU, and exchanged
views on the development of exchanges with KWU. The
following is a list of the universities visited, the dates, and the

contents of the visits.

Wednesday, June 14, 2023 Zhejiang Yuexiu University (China)

Received a courtesy visit from the Director of Zhejiang Yuexiu
University and Deputy Secretary of the Party Committee.

Monday, June 26, Ewha Language Center (Korea)

Visit by the vice president of the Language Center,
specially appointed professors, and students from Ewha
Womans University to exchange views on language
training courses for KWU students.

Thursday, July 6, Pui Shing Catholic Secondary School (Hong
Kong, China)
About 30 students, including three teachers, from Pui
Shing Catholic Secondary School (Hong Kong, China)
visited us and interacted with our students who are taking
the Japanese language teaching course.

Friday, September 22, Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies (China)
Received a courtesy call from six people, including the
president, associate professors, department heads and dean.
Exchanged opinions on the admission of graduate students
from Guangdong University of Foreign Studies.

Wednesday, October 25, University of Sussex (UK)

Receive a visit from a representative of the International
Exchange Office and discuss study abroad at the University
of Sussex and the English Department's study abroad
programs.
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Monday, November 13, Qufu Normal University (China)

The dean of academic affairs of Qufu Normal University
and a research fellow of Qufu Normal University attended
the meeting and exchanged opinions on KWU's curriculum,
Japanese language program and other issues.

Tuesday, November 28, Shandong Normal University
(China)
Visit from a concurrent professor from the International
Center for Chinese Studies to exchange views on studying
abroad at KWU and the university's visiting program.

Wednesday, November 29, University of Alverta (Canada)

Assistant Director of the
International Visiting Student Program (IVSP) and share
ideas about the IVSP.

Receive a visit from the

Monday, March 4, 2024, University of Westminster (UK)

Visit from the Education Abroad Team of the University of
Westminster and their Japanese partner, ICC Consultants,
to exchange views on studying abroad at the University of
Westminster.

10) Exchange with foreign universities

(@D Nicolaus Copernicus University, Poland

Nicolaus Copernicus University is the largest university in
northern Poland, located in Torun, and has a Japanese
Language Department and a Graduate School of Japanese
Studies. Students of Japanese language at Nicolaus
Copernicus University and our students talked about their

"university life" and exchanged opinions.

Session 1, Tuesday, November 7, 2023, Online Exchange
via ZOOM

As Chinese is a compulsory subject for students in the
Japanese department of Nicholaus Copernicus University,
six students of "Chinese III B2" from our university and
four international students from China participated in the
program. The students from both universities spent an
hour chatting about history, culture, cuisine, scenery, and

other topics, and had a meaningful time together.
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Language: Jopanese

Session 2: Tuesday, December 12, 2023, Online Exchange
viaZOOM

Students from KWISS, the university's international
student support organization, and students from the
Nicolaus Copernicus University Graduate School of
Japanese Studies exchanged views on university life, part-

time jobs, food culture, and other topics.

Royal University of Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
On Wednesday, September 13, 2023, KWU hosted a

session for current students from the Royal University of
Phnom Penh, with whom KWU has an academic exchange
agreement, to share their experiences of studying in Japan.
After the students from Royal University of Phnom Penh
who participated in KWU's summer program in 2023
shared their summer program experiences, the
International Affairs Division explained about KWU's
graduate school entrance examination, scholarships, and

other information.

STUOY In JaPan
for AS=EAN

STUDYIN JAPAN

SEMINAR
WITH KYOTO WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY (KWU)
13th September 2023 =
2pm -3pm

Location: Japanese Department (J building)

Program:

%
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12)

11) The establishment of a scholarship program for privately

financed international students.

The establishment of a scholarship system for privately financed
international students was advocated in the President's Policy on
University Administration (13), Matters Related to the Promotion
of Internationalization, as part of efforts to improve the support
system for international students, establish a scholarship system for
international students, and provide financial support for
international students.
At the same time, it was one of the goals of the "Miyako Global
University Promotion Project” sponsored by the City of Kyoto.
By providing financial support to international students who wish to
study abroad through this program, we hope to attract outstanding
international students and further the internationalization of our
university.
The following scholarships have been established.
(D Special scholarship for privately financed international
students with excellent entrance exam scores
(Eligible: Regular international graduate and
undergraduate students)
(2 Special scholarship for privately financed international
students with good academic records
(Eligible: Regular international undergraduate students)
(3 Scholarships for privately financed international students
from Asian countries and regions
(Eligible: Regular international graduate and undergraduate
students from Asian countries and regions)
@ Dormitory fee reduction and waiver for privately financed
international students from Asian countries and regions
(Eligible: Non-degree international students from
Asian countries and regions.)

Activities of international students who have

graduated/completed their studies at KWU

We would like to introduce Ms. Li Xian, an international
student who graduated from our university and is currently
working in a university in China.

Ms. Li Xian was a 2013-2021 student at Kyoto Women's
University Graduate School of Letters, Japanese Language
and Literature (master's and doctoral programs).

She studied under then Professors Kazuyoshi Shinma, Koji
Takigawa, and Professor Masashi Nakamae, and received her
Doctor of Literature in March 2021.

She returned to China in July 2021 and is currently a full-time
lecturer at Sanjiang University, School of Foreign Languages
in Nanjing, teaching Japanese language and literature.
Looking back on her seven years of study abroad, she said, "I
am the person I am today because [ was exposed to the essence
of academics under the free academic culture of Kyoto
Women's University, where utilitarianism is not pursued.

We look forward to Ms. Li Xian's continued success.
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