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The idea that underlies the story is very subtle and tragic ; Calderon [de la
Barca] or Goethe might have founded a drama on it ; and Browning’s genius
would find a fitting subject in this contrast between the pride and audacious,
self-reliant sceptic in the hour of triumph and the moral agony that precedes
his punishment and death. (The Hourglass Manuscript Materials 349) '

CORGEEZEF—T7IZ L2 =4 Y OBX, 4 MLVERGED [FIHRD
3] e [RbEEEH] 122z, “priest” (I & “wiseman” (B#H) IZEE L,
FHRELHDODTWAE, FLFEIELWLEELENDOVTFELORD NI
“fool” GEAL=FR, ARTIEFIR) tWwHEZEL, HriLwray L ER
XgTn5, BHOTEXDEMTIZY A bV % The Fool and the Wise Man
ELTW/EZhADsH, MADRIIHL ) OEEWZF/ - TELZTVIZ
EWIBPDRZ Do FLAMNT AN VEERARETLHAREEZ T/ D
g2dohb,

20 “fool” £\ FED HATERIZEHS, BA. BLLERHTHL, { x
Ay DEIIZBT % “fool” &1k, Fr4 HIELBITA % — V92 “fool” & LTI
FVWERIZL TS, SHEADA A =TG5 “ool” EF2IE, =147 A
E7ENIHONS &) %, PO FEREEROHBICRES ShTwnizEbe,
P—AAIBTHEL UL EOMENEDSELLOTIERVZEASA S 2 L
Pl A =AY DOEIZEST 5 “ool” 1IZZFNTid vy, THITLERT A U



B The Hour Glass 12 5115 Yeats O B4 3

7Y FHETTY bu— b NEDT LR TV E—F b B o728
B, MBLEPSYENE LTELTAL, HAVETRELTWTA
WY FPHEEH-T, ALCORIERESLEZLTWA L) RAXEE
R L 72,

A 2 AV OEMIZIZFFIZS . BIC D “fool” BFEA B LT b, Ellic
BT W2 I319044E D On Baile’s Strand [73—1) v DIELAT] T, “fool” &
BAR, 7700 ea I/ n—FLDEELO LX) RAFEL L THICEY
LC\wW5b, 19384 D The Herne’s Egg [HEDOIR] 12dH - Tid, BEELIKE
HLETWD, MCbeaf, WRERSOEMIIZLIELIEEET5, 1 o4

F, XL X o THEAEDbR TR WE SR, BEL R CEBU) 25
HbEDLELFEELTOREZT Y P —72bI25 2, fiVwTwb I &%

Vi, [BHFEH] TIEBZORFO—ADPKICEIN TS —X2 D
R FEROBE 2T K720 2%% 4, “There are two living countries, one
visible and one invisible, and when it was summer there, it is winter here, and
when it is November with us, it is lambing-time there.” (583) &\:v, H\W@d
ETErLERHRFIRI > TWEZ00ED - HThHb, HO2HIC
BAHIZHEBTE R VERLENEO—FE BT IE0 50\ B TRIRIC ﬁ
RO DL, THEMRIZ [FELZ-oTH-oTWAHRIEZL] LXEALRIER
B0

Fool. To be sure — everybody knows, everybody in the
world knows, when it is spring with us, the trees
are withering there, when it is summer with us, the
snow is falling there, and have I not myself heard
the lambs that are there all bleating on a cold
November day — to be sure, does not everybody with
an intellect know that ? And maybe when it’s night
with us, it is day with them, for many a time I have
seen the roads lighted before me. (585)
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“Dear Friend, I have written to you little and badly of late I am afraid, for the
truth is you have a rival in Nietzsche, that strong enchanter. I have read him
so much that I have made my eyes bad again. They were getting well it had
seemed. Nietzsche completes [William] Blake and has the same roots — I
have not read anything with so much excitement since I got to love [William]
Morris’s stories which have the same curious astringent joy. (Letters 379)
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This life as you now live it and have lived it, you will have to live once more
and innumerable times more ; and there will be nothing new in it, but every
pain and every joy and every thought and sigh and everything unutterably
small or great in your life will have to return to you, all in the same succession
and sequence — even this spider and this moonlight between the trees, and
even this moment and I myself. The eternal kourgiass of existence is turned
upside down again and again — and you with it, speck of dust ! (The Gay

Science 273 HHEE)
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Fool. 1ook, look, what has come from his mouth...a
little winged thing...a little shining thing...it
has gone to the door....O, look, there in the
door.... [The Angel appears at the door, she opens her hands
and closes them again.] The Angel has taken it in her
hands.

A Young Man. What are you pointing at ?

Fool. The Angel has taken it in her hands. She will open
her hands in the Garden of Paradise.

A Young Man. There is nobody there — there is nobody in
the door. (Variorum 638)
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Fool. 1have seen plenty of angels.

Wise Man. No, no, you have not.

Fool. They are plenty if you but look about you. They are like the blades of
grass. (593)
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“I propose to put certain parts of ‘“The Hour Glass’ into verse — only the part
with the Angel and the soliloquies. I have got to think this necessary to lift the
‘wise man’s’ part out of a slight element of platitude.” (Collected Works 869)
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“I ... tried to put my own philosophy into the words. An action on the stage,
however, is so much stronger than a word that when the Wise Man abused
himself before the Fool I was always ashamed. My own meanings had van-
ished and I saw before me a cowardly person who seemed to cry out ‘the wis-
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dom of this world is foolishness’ and to understand the words not as may a
scholar and a gentleman but as do ignorant preachers.” (Variorum 645-6)
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Wise Man. Oh yes, there has; some craziness has fallen
from the wind, or risen from the graves of old men,
and made you choose that subject. — Diem noctemque
contendo, sed quos elegi, quos amavi, in tirocinium
vel hi labuntur. (Variorum 583)
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Fool. When I went by Kilcluan, where the bell used
to be ringing at the break of every day, I could hear
nothing but the people snoring in the houses.
When I went by Tubber-vanach, where the young
men used to be climbing the hill to the blessed well,
they were sitting at the cross-roads playing cards.
When I went by Carrickorus, where the friars used
to be fasting and serving the poor, I saw them
drinking wine and obeying their wives. And when
I asked what misfortune had brought all these
changes they said it was no misfortune, but that it
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was the wisdom they had learned from your teaching.” (Variorum 589)
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V72 Joseph Holloway (3 Z O il 7 “W. B. Yeats’s one-act morality play, The
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1 Ax4ydF7 KANCEHBOFEELLTCIORFEARBISN-Z LR, FE
Responsibilities [EAE] DFRTHL ML TV 5 “A friend [John Eglington] suggest-
ed to me the subject of this play, an Irish Folk tale from Lady Wilde’s ‘Ancient Legends.”
(Variorum 646) .

2 21X The Collected Works of W. B. Yeats ({281} Atwo living countries®FHRIZ i,
“See, for instance, the Old Irish tale The Adventures of Nera, in which Nera visits the
Otherworld at Samain (Hallowe’en) and brings back “fruits of summer” as proof of his
visit {Cross and Slover, p. 251)” & EH»N TV BHIZE LT 5 TWwb, (Cross, Tom Peete
and Slover, Clark Harris Ed. Ancient Irish Tales. New York: Barnes and Noble, 1936.)

3 A Vision DT “fool” IZOWTDRREBIILUTOEBY THbH,

The natural man, the Fool desiring his Mask, grows malignant ... through terror and out
of jealousy of all that can act with intelligence and effect. It is his true business to become
his own opposite, ... for having no active intelligence he owns nothing of the exterior world
but his mind and body. He is but a straw blown by the wind, with no mind but the wind
and no act but a nameless drifting and turning, and is sometimes called “The Child of
God”. ...The physical world suggests to his needs or even to his desires; his thoughts are
an aimless reverie; his acts are aimless like his thoughts; and it is in this aimlessness that
he finds his joy. His importance will become clear as the system elaborates itself, yet for
the moment no more need be said but that one finds his many shapes on passing from the
village fool to the Fool of Shakespeare.

Out of the pool,
Where love the slain with love the slayer lies,
Bubbles the wan mirth of the mirthless fool. (4 Vision 182)
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